
Jan’y 3rd 1829– Covenant meeting and good session after which Martin D Harmon related his 
experience to the church and requested baptism.  The church voted to receive him when baptized.

Jan’y 31st 1829– Covenant meeting– found some trials in the church.  Mr Joel Baldwin came 
forward and related his experience and requested baptism.  Church voted to receive him when 
baptized.

Feb 1st 1829– Martin D Harmon & Joel Baldwin baptized, Eld Tucker administrator.

March 1st 1829– Covenant meeting– good union on the part of those present, but trials yet —ing 
in the church.  Appointed a special church meeting March 9th at meeting house at 1 o’clock PM

March 9th, 10th & 19th –There were special church meetings holden at the meeting house, the 
records of which are on file in the clerk’s office but are prevented being place upon this book by 
a resolution of March 1929 also on file.

April 1929– Covenant meeting– good meeting after which Br Heman McCleur presented a paper 
signed by a number of the members of the church presenting a number of charges against the 
church.  Church voted to have a special church meeting April 8th at 1 o’clock at the meeting 
house.

April 8th 1829– special Church meeting according to appointment.  Opened meeting with prayer.
1st had a written communication from a number of the brothers and sisters of this church in 
which after specifying a number of charges against the doings of the church which more fully 
appear by reference to said paper, the proceeded formally to withdraw from the church.
2nd In as much as the present clerk of the church is one of them it was therefore moved and voted 
that Br Heman McCluer be no longer considered as clerk of this church and that Br Martin D 
Harmon be appointed in his stead, and that brothers Saxton, Johnson & E Webster be a 
committee to notify Br McCluer of the appointment of Br Harmon and request him to hand over 
to Br Harmon all papers in his hands belonging to the church.
3rd voted to hand over the communication from the brethren as above named to a committee 
consisting of Brothers Saxton, Johnson & E Webster who are requested to examine and make a 
report upon the same to the next meeting of the church.
4th resolved to adjourn this meeting to two weeks from this day at one o’clock pm.  M C Harmon 
church clerk.

April 22nd 1829– adjourned Church meeting– opened meeting by singing and prayer.
1st Br Daniel Bowen presented a letter of recommendation & dismission from the Baptist Buffalo 
church and requested to become a member and church voted to receive him.
2nd rec’d a letter from a conference of Baptist members in Jefferson Ohio requesting a delegation 
from this church to meet them the first Thursday in May for the purpose of forming a church.  



Voted to answer their request and appointed Elders Tucker & Handy as delegates.
3rd Called on the committee appointed at the last meeting to report upon a certain paper handed 
by a number of the members of this church.  The committee presented a written report which was 
examined item by item–  and the preamble and (reply) of the report & any changes proposed by 
those brethren was examined and adopted by the church separately.
4th voted to rescind the vote here to fore passed proposing to give letters of dismission to the 
dissatisfied members of this church.
5th resolved that Eld Joy Handy be appointed by the church to visit those brethren & sisters who 
have subscribed their names to a certain paper specifying certain charges against the Church 
dated April 4tth 1829–and concluding by a formal withdrawing themselves from the church and 
that Eld Handy be instructed to inform those brethren and sisters that the church highly 
disapprove of the course they are pursuing, believing as they do that it is greatly opposed to the 
gospel of Christ, and the church cannot but hope they may yet see their wrong and return and Eld 
Handy is hereby instructed to admonish and entreat these each and everyone of them so to do and 
it is hoped that in the discharge of this duty Eld Handy will happily combine Christian discipline 
with the meekness and gentleness of Christ.  Adjourned– M D Harmon church clerk

May 2nd 1829–Covenant meeting opened with prayer by Eld Winsor–good union
1.  Rec’d letters of recommendation from 2nd Baptist ch in Hanover to this church and presented 
by Brs Marshall Morton, Salmon Morton and sisters Mary Morton & Juliette Morton & 
requested to become members.  Voted to receive them.
Sister Noama Handy presented a letter from the Baptist Church in Mayville & wishes to become 
a member of this church.  Voted to receive her.  Meeting closed
2nd voted to appropriate six dollars of church funds towards furnishing libra for Sabbath School.  
Closed by prayer.  M D Harmon church clerk.

May 24th 1829– At a meeting of the Church voted that a special meeting of the church be held at 
the meeting house on Monday next at six o’clock.  M D Harmon Church clerk

May 25th 1829– Special Church meeting held at the meeting house– opened meeting with prayer.
The object of the meeting was to take into consideration the doings of a certain council held in 
the Baptist meeting house on the 20th instant at the instance and request of a minority of this 
church.  After due deliberation upon the subject the Church unanimously resolves that is with 
extreme regret and sorrow that the church is compelled in this act of some of her members in 
their rising up against the fabric and authority of the church to recognize the result of her 
endeavors to reclaim them from an error into which she would charitably hope they had fallen 
without suitable reflection.
1st resolved unanimously that the church disapprove of the course pursued by certain of their 
brothers in their calling a council which convened in Fredonia on the 20th ult.
1st because they were each and every one of them at the time members of this church and subject 
to the watch care of and discipline of the same



2nd because at the very time of calling the council they were each and every one of them under 
admonition and censure of the church.
3rd because that after they had proceeded forward to request council without the consent or even 
knowledge of the church, they kept back all information of such council notwithstanding tow 
Sabbaths passed before the council arrived after they had resolved to request one until it was too 
late to have any legal meeting of the church to meet the same–in all of which we do think these 
brethren have greatly erred and acted unworthy of the character and gospel of Christ
4th resolved unanimously that this church feel particularly bound to disapprove the conduct of Br 
Zattu Cushing and Br Loring Crosby, who we are (cont—d) to believe have been particularly 
instrumental of plunging this church into unnecessary and unreasonable trial in relation to the 
council above named.
1st because they appeared publicly and before the council to sustain in the behalf of the other 
brethren the measures which had been pursued in calling said council
2nd because that before the council and publicly these brethren urged the council to organize and 
proceed to the investigation of their situation as members of this church notwithstanding the 
remonstrance and criticism of other brethren of the church who assured the council and those 
brethren that the church had not had it in their power to have any meeting since their knowledge 
that a council had been called and were consequently totally unprepared to meet any subject 
which the minority might think proper to present and that to proceed under such circumstances 
would be both unjust and cruel–and still over all these, their brethren urged the council to 
proceed.
3rd because that these brethren did greatly injure the character of the church by representing the 
church as unwilling to grant them council at a certain time when requested from a disposition to 
oppress them, which the church does hereby declare to be contrary to the fact–Brother Cushing 
representing the church as having prepared a guillotine for the execution of his manhood—
The church therefore do most solemnly resolve that it is an (insse-----tious) duty upon them in 
view of the course pursued toward this church by Br Zattu Cushing and Br Loring Crosby in 
addition to the former charges against them to send a second admonition to these brethren 
admonishing them of their wrong and inviting them to appear before the church on Wednesday 
the 24th of June at 1 o’clock PM at the Baptist Meeting House.
Resolved unanimously that the first Baptist Church of Christ in Pomfret view with most 
unqualified disapprobation the course pursued by delegated from Seven Churches who 
assembled in the Baptist Meeting House on 20th instant at the request of certain members of said 
church who were at the same time under the censure and discipline of same.
1st because that after being informed that they were collect without the knowledge or consent of 
the church they still proceeded forward to organize.
2nd because that after being organized and being still urged that the council would be expartle 
altogether and that for them to proceed would be greatly to add to the difficulty on the church 
they still resolved and determined to proceed.
3rd because that after being presented with the following written objection to their proceedings
 1st because in the investigation a minority of the church propose to present for investigation to 



the council the    proceedings of the Baptist Church in Pomfret
  2nd because the church have never authorized these members to do so–
  3rd because the church have never been notified of the council nor had any knowledge that a 
council was to          convene to investigate any difficulties.
  4th because those at whose request the council have assembled are still under the watch care and 
discipline of this     church–
  5th because the very subject to be presented is still a matter of discussion in the body and for the 
council to     judge in the matter would be to anticipate the final result of the difficulty here.
  6th because for the council to proceed under present circumstances would be to disregard 
entirely the    independence of the church, and establish a precedent at war with the peace and 
harmony of churches.
  We beseech and entreat the council by the love they have for the cause of Christ and the peace 
of his kingdom    that they will not proceed to investigate a difficulty which we are totally 
unprepared to meet, and do hereby    assure the council that we cannot meet any charges against 
us at this time.
  We do certify that the above objections were read before the council previous to there 
proceeding to business,    and were entreated to adjourn at least until the church could be 
convened.  They refused and still determined,    and resolved to proceed and did accordingly.    
signed by Adrian Foot, Jairus Handy, Joy Handy, John Winter.
4th because in their result they greatly injured the church attaching them a character which has no 
foundation in truth.
5th because that the church do consider the said council have violated the independence of this 
church and so have violated the rules and discipline of the Baptist body and above all have gone 
contrary to the word of God.  Meeting adjourned to the last Wednesday of June next at one 
o’clock at the meeting house.  D Harmon ch clk

June 4th Covenant meeting– Meeting opened with prayer by Jairus Handy.  Good union.  Closed 
by prayer.  Eld Handy reported that he had visited all those to whom----- ------ April 8th– got no 
satisfaction (bottom of page frayed and torn so most of this paragraph is illegible.

June 24th 1829– Adjourned Church meeting opened with prayer by Eld Joy Handy.
At the meeting of the church May 25th a committee was appointed to visit Bro Zattu Cushing & 
Brother Lorin Crosby and inform them of the difficulty which the church had with them and 
admonish them to meet the Church at this meeting and both of those brethren having attended 
they were called upon to answer the charges against them–
1. For having withdrawn from the church and refusing to attend with their brethren in the 
worship of the sanctuary upon the Sabbath contrary to and in violation of the covenant with 
which they had voluntarily entered.
2nd for calling an expartee council while they were yet members of the church in order to obtain 
such countenance as would be likely to strengthen them in their stand with their brethren.
3rd and these brethren being appointed by their other dissenting brethren to represent them to the 



council for neglecting to give the church any information of having called a counsel during two 
Sabbaths that passed and until it was impossible that the church would be convened or have any 
legal notice of their coming.
4th for insisting that the council should proceed to investigate this difficulty against the church 
against the remonstrances and entreaties of brethren of the church, who were present at the 
meeting of the council and who insisted upon the impropriety of proceeding under such 
circumstances and asked an adjournment of the council that the church might have opportunity to 
convene but all to no purpose, these brethren urging the council to proceed which they did & in 
the result justified their brethren without ever hearing the church in her reference seeing her 
records, or giving her an opportunity to be heard.
5th for misrepresenting the character and sentiments of the church to the council by representing 
her as in fellowship with foremeasuring and rigorous and oppressive in their discipline.— 
The brethren being called upon declared their entire want of fellowship for the church– insisted 
upon their right to call a council under the circumstances which they did, declared their design to 
have it a private council, or one in which the church should have no part, and Brother Crosby 
expressed his astonishment that Eld Tucker should have interfered before the council by making 
any objection, and assured the church that they had not so they did not calculate to walk any 
more with the church whereupon the church being doubly imposed with the belief that all hope 
of redeeming these brethren for the present at least as at an end, and also of the decision  that 
those should be out that trouble the church and make divisions.   (Apostle of our Lord Jesus 
Christ).  The church unanimously resolved to withdraw the hand of fellowship from Brother 
Zattu Cushing and Loring Crosby until they shall return with suitable satisfaction to the church 
which may God grant.  M D Harmon Chh clerk.

July 4th 1829– Covenant meeting opened with prayer by Eld Tucker– Church in union.  Closed 
by prayer by Eld Handy.  M D Harmon Church clerk

August 1st 1829– Covenant meeting opened with prayer by Eld Tucker.  Church in union.  Closed
by prayer by Eld Joy Handy.  M D Harmon Church Clerk.

Oct 3rd 1829– Covenant meeting– opened meeting by singing and prayer by Eld J Handy.
All present expressed a good union and desire to press forward in the good cause.  Sister Bowen 
presented a letter of recommendation from the church in Buffalo and was received as a member.
Mrs Pearsons related her experience to the church and requested baptism.  Church voted 
satisfaction & that she be considered a member of the church when baptized— Rec’d a letter 
from the Baptist church in Forestville requesting a delegation from this church to sit with them in 
Council the second Wednesday of this month.  Voted to answer the request and appointed Elder 
Handy, Tucker, and brothers Webster, Bowen & Baldwin.
Rec’d a letter from the Baptist church in Ripley requesting a delegation to sit in council with 
them on the third Wednesday o f October for the purpose of examining, and if thought proper, 
ordaining Br Kingon to the work of the ministry.  Voted to answer their request and send Elders 



Tucker & Handy and Br Webster, Johnson, Bond & N Crosby.
3rd voted that the delegates to Forestville be authorized to confer with delegates from other 
churches who may be present at that meeting upon the expediency of sending delegates to the 
convention to be holden at Whitestown on the 21st instant and if thought proper they be 
authorized for this church to appoint them.  M D Harmon Ch Clk

Oct 31st 1829– Covenant meeting opened with singing and prayer, found a good union among all 
present. Closed by prayer. – M D Harmon Church clerk
December 5th 1829– Covenant meeting opened with singing and prayer.  Good union among all 
present– Mrs Martha Bailey presented a letter of recommendation from the Baptist church in 
Manchester CT and requested admission in to this church and was rec’d.  Miss Susan Harris 
related what God has done for her soul and requested baptism.  Church voted satisfied. Closed by 
prayer.  M D Harmon church clerk

Dec 6th– communion & baptism of Susan Harris, E B Tucker administrator.  M D Harmon ch clk


